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FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFORSPVT 

SUBJ: VATICAN AND SPAIN: FOREIGN MINISTER OREJA'S STATEMENT 
ON REVISION OF CONCORDAT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT GIVEN TO RADIO VATICAN BY SPANISH 
FOREIGN MINISTER MARCELINO OREJA AGUIRRE ON OCCASION OF JULY 
28 SIGNING OF ACCORD REVISING VATICAN-SPAIN CONCORDAT: 

QUOTE. IT IS A TRULY HISTORIC EVENT WHICH SIGNIFIES THE END 
OF A PHASE AND THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER IN RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE HOLY SEE AND SPAIN.THE 1953 CONCORDAT, WHICH HAS SEVED 
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ITS PURPOSE, RESPONDED TO THE NECESSITIES OF THAT HISTORIC ERA. 
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IT WAS PROVEN THAT, IN THE COURSE OF YEARS, IT WAS NO LONGER 
THE INSTRUMENT SUFFICIENT TO REGULATE RELATIONS, GIVEN THE TRANS- 
FORMATIONS SPANISH SOCIETY AND IN THE CHURCH ITSELF 
AS A CONSEQUENCE 

OF VATICAN COUNCIL II. THIS IS THE REASON FOR WHICH THE FIRST 
GOVERNMENT OF THE MONARCHY BEGAN NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE HOLY SEE, ON THE INITIATIVE OF THE KING HIMSELF, TO FIND THE 
APPROPRIATE ROAD FOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND STATE. 

IT WAS CONCLUDED TODAY, ON THIS DATE WHICH IS, I REPEAT, HISTORIC 
THE RECIPROCAL RENUNCIATION ON THE PART OF THE STATE TO THE RIGHT 
OF THE PRESENTATION OF BISHOPS AND ON THE PART OF THE CHURCH 
TO THE PRIVILEGE OF THE "FUERO" AND AT THE SAME TIME IS OPENED 
THE POSSIBLITITY TO CONCLUDE SHORTLY SPECIFIC ACCORDS THAT REGULATE 
THE NEW RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND THE STATE. "UNQUOTE 

2. SEPTEL PROVIDES ANALYSIS OF CONTENT OF ACCORD. VOLPE 
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